
English Intent 

 

What are the objectives for your curriculum? 

The English curriculum is planned to support the children to foster a love of reading, learn 
independently by reading for information and give the children the skills necessary to help 
let their imaginations flourish. The children are also taught the range of fundamental 
communication skills through their writing curriculum. Firstly, they are given the skills to 
create imaginative, engaging and exciting stories. In addition to this, they are taught the key 
features which will help them be persuasive using tact, assertiveness and empathy. We also 
give them the ability to communicate formally when required in a range fields from letters 
and balanced arguments to newspaper articles and debates.   

What do you want pupils to be able to know and do by the time they leave? 
How does your curriculum plan set out the sequence and structure of how it's 
going to be implemented? Why is it shaped the way it is? 

Details available in EYFS intent. 

The key skills introduced in EYFS are: 

 Uses phonic knowledge to write words. 
 Writes some common irregular words. 
 Writes simple sentences that can be read by themselves and others. 
 Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 
  

Phonics 

The children start learning decoding through their phonics sessions. We use the, ‘Letters and 
sounds’ scheme and children are grouped depending their stage within their year group. 
Children in the bottom 20% of their cohort with regards to phonics are given additional 
provision in which sounds are taught with actions and are assigned colours. 

We use The Oxford Reading Tree to support the teaching of phonics at Villiers. Children, 
who need additional support with phonics, read books from the ‘Jelly and Bean’ reading 
scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 
Group Age Letters and sounds 

Monster 
Phonics 

Oxford 
Reading 

Jelly 
Bean 

Nur 
Up 
to 4 

Phase 1 
Listening to and for sounds. 

 Rhythm and rhyme 
 Alliteration 

 1 
1+ 

 

Rec 4-5 

Phase 2 
 Sounds taught: s, a, t, p, I,n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, 

r ,h, b ,f ,ff ,l ,ll , ss 
 Tricky words: the, to, go ,no 

Set 1: 
s a p t 
 
Set 2: 
i n m d 
 
Set 3: 
g o c k 
 
Set 4: 
ck e u r 
 
Set 5: 
h b f ff l ll 
ss 

1 
m a s d t i n 
p g o c k u 
b f e l h r j  
v y w v x  z 
1+ 
sh th ch qu 
nk 
2 
 
3 
 
4 

Set 1: 
c h m n 
t a o  
 
Set 2: 
b i g x d 
 
Set 3: 
f l r 
 
Set 4: 
s e u p 

Phase 3 
 Sounds taught: j, v, w ,x ,y, z, zz, qu 
 ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, 

ear, air, ure, er 
 Tricky words: no, go, I, the, to, he, she, we, me, be, 

was, my, you, they, her, all , are 
 

   

Phase 4 
 Recap all previous sounds. 
 Teach reading and spelling tricky words: said, so, he, 

we , me, be, have, like, some, come, was, you, were, 
little, one, they, all, are , do, when , out, what, my, her 

 Read and write words with initial and/or final blends: 
st, nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, sk, lt, lp, tr, dr, gr, cr, br, fr, bl, fl, 
gl, pl, cl, 
sl, sp, st, tw, sm, nch, shr, str, thr 

   

1 5-6 

Phase 5 
 Learn new phoneme zh 
 Teach new graphemes for reading ay, ou , ie, ea , oy, 

ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 
 Teach reading words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, 

looked, called, asked, water, where, who, again, 
thought, through, 
work, mouse, many, laughed, because, different, any, 
eyes, friends, once, please. 

 Teach spelling words said, so, have, like, some, were, 
there, oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked. 

 Teach alternative spellings for ch, j, m, n, r, s, z, u, i, 
ear, ar, air, or, ur, oo, ai, ee, igh, oa, y/oo, oo, sh 

 4 
5 
ay ee igh 
ow oo oo 
6 
7 

 

2 6-7 

Phase 6 
 Understand and apply suffixes – ed, ing, ful, est, er, 

ment, ness, en, s, es 
 Understand the rules for adding ing, ed, er, est, ful, 

ly, y 
 Investigate how adding suffixes an 

 7 
8 
9 
10 

 

 



 

 

 

 Writing Year 1 

 
Aut 

Character 
description 

Setting 
description 

Wanted 
poster 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Retell  

Poetry Character 
description 

Instruction
al writing 

Letter   

 
Spr 

Newspape
r article 

Setting 
description 

Retell Character 
description 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Setting 
description 

Character 
description 

Retell Poetry  

 
Sum  

Newspape
r article 

Setting 
description 

Retell Character 
description 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

 

Character 
description 

Setting 
description 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Retell   

 

In Year 1, we sequence the genres to start each half-term with fiction writing to engage and 
hook the children. Towards the end of each half-term the children are introduced to non-
fiction genres once they have gained the knowledge required to be able to write from their 
personal experience of the subject areas. The children build on skills they have learnt in EYFS 
like writing simple sentences and move on to writing three or more sentences together to 
form a simple narrative. 

The key skills introduced in Year 1 are: 

 Write simple narratives about personal experiences. 
 Write three or more sentences in order to tell a story. 
 Use statement, questions and commands in sentences. 
 Use past and present mostly correctly. 
 Use some co-ordinating conjunctions (and/but). 
 Using spaces between most words. 
 Use capital letters and full stops. 
 Use question marks when needed. 
 Write capital letters to the correct size and orientation.  
 Can spell Year 1 common words. 
 Can form lower case letters 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Writing Year 2 

 
Aut 

Character 
description 

Narrative Letter Instruction
s 

Newspaper Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Poetry Character 
description 

Narrative Explanatio
n text 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Newspaper 

 
Spr 

Character 
description 

Narrative Letter Instruction
s 

Newspaper Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Poetry Setting 
description 

Narrative Explanatio
n text 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Newspaper 

 
Sum  

Instruction
s 

Character 
description 

Narrative Explanatio
n text 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Letter 

Setting 
description 

Narrative Newspaper Poetry Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Letter 

 

In Year 2, the children develop their non-fiction skills by developing their ability to retell 
events into using the style and form of a newspaper article. In fiction they develop their 
descriptive writing skills and build them into more coherent narratives. Children also begin to 
adapt their register and formality by starting to write letters. 

 Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences. 
 Write about real events, recording them simply and clearly. 
 Use present and past tense mostly correctly. 
 Use co-ordination (e.g. or/and/but). 
 Use some subordination (e.g. when/if/that/because). 
 When needed use: capital letters, full stops and question marks in most of their 

writing.  
 Spelling many words correctly and using phonic knowledge for others. 
 Spelling many common exception words. 
 Forming capital letters and digits of the correct size in relation to lower case letters. 
 Use spacing, which reflects letter size. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Writing Year 3 

 
Aut 

Setting 
description 

Diary 
entry 

Instruction
s 

Letter Character 
description 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Character 
description 

Narrative Newspaper Explanatio
n text 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

 

 
Spr 

Character 
description 

Setting 
description 

Recount Instruction
s 

Persuasive 
writing 

Playscripts 

Poetry Narrative Letter Diary 
entry 

Newspaper Non-
chronologi
cal report 

 
Sum  

Letter Character 
description 

Fantasy 
Narrative 

Explanatio
n text 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Letter  

Setting 
description 

Historical 
Narrative 

Newspaper Poetry Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Letter 

 

In Year 3, the children begin to develop their persuasive writing skills, considering their tone 
and the reader’s motivations. They develop their fiction writing skills by considering the 
difference within specific narrative genres. Descriptive writing sessions are closely paired with 
narrative writing sessions to ensure the skills are linked and transferred. They develop the 
writing skills they have used in genres such non-chronological reports and bring in a more 
sophisticated range punctuation and grammatical devices. 

 

 I can write for a range of purposes and genres. 
 For fiction pieces: writing a narrative with a setting, characters and plot. 
 For non-fiction: headings/sub headings (if appropriate) and an introduction and 

conclusion sentence 
 Beginning to use paragraphs to group material and/or headings/sub headings 
 Begin to use adverbial phrases to give more detail about when and where. 
 Beginning to use adventurous adjectives. 
 Can use co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
 Beginning to use the perfect form e.g. I have been to London. 
 Use the determiners ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether the next word begins with a 

vowel or a consonant. 
 Inverted commas for direct speech. 
 Editing writing against success criteria and make improvements to spelling, 

punctuation and grammar. 
 Spell most Year 3 common words correctly. 
 Use horizontal strokes to join most writing. 

 



 Writing Year 4 

 
Aut 

Poetry Persuasive 
letter 

Diary 
entry 

Narrative 
description 

Persuasive 
advertisem
ent 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Fantasy 
narrative 

Explanatio
n 

Newspaper Persuasive 
argument 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

 

 
Spr 

Poetry Narrative 
description 

Dilemma 
narrative  

Biography Persuasive 
letter 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Historical 
narrative  

Newspaper Instruction
s 

Play 
scripts 

Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Poetry 

 
Sum  

Historical 
narrative 
 

Recount Historical 
narrative 

Persuasive 
argument 

Poetry Non-
chronologi
cal report 

Letter 
(Postcards) 

Narrative Diary 
entry 

Retell of 
legends 

Poetry  

 

In Year 4, children build on their persuasive writing skills by writing persuasive letters, 
advertisements and arguments. In fiction, they use different forms, such as play script, to 
communicate narratives and demonstrate characteristics in new way. The narrative genre is 
developed further by looking more deeply at fantasy and historical narratives and also 
myths and legends. 

 

 Use paragraphs to group material and/or headings/sub-headings. 
 Describe character, setting and plot. 
 Use past, present and future tenses accurately. 
 Use cohesive devices. 
 Use ambitious adjectives, verbs and adverbs. 
 Use adverbial phrases to give more detail about when, where and how. 
 Using some expanded noun phrases with pre and post modifiers to describe and 

specify. 
 Edit work to improve content. 
 Inverted commas for direct speech and new speaker, new line. 
 Spell most Year 3 and 4 common words correctly. 
 Proof read work for accuracy. 
 Use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join most writing.  

 

 

 

 

 



 Writing Year 5 

 
Aut 

Setting 
description 

Newspaper 
report 

Balanced 
arguments 

Diary entry Poetry Historical 
Narrative 

Setting 
description 

Non-
Chronologic
al report 

Fantasy 
Narrative 

Newspaper 
report 

Playscript Diary entry 

 
Spr 

Persuasive 
letter 

Diary entry Newspaper 
report 

Letter 
writing 

Instructions Non-
Chronologic
al report 

Setting 
description 

Police report Dilemma  
Narrative 

Wanted 
description 

Letter 
writing 

Poetry 

 
Sum  

Narrative 
Opening 
 
(Adventure) 

Narrative  
Closing 
 
(Adventure) 

Book report 
 
(Student 
audience) 

Book report 
 
(Teacher 
audience) 

Non-
chronologica
l report 
 
(Child 
audience) 

Non-
chronologica
l report 
 
(Adult 
audience) 

Balanced 
argument 
 
(Child’s 
perspective) 

Balanced 
argument 
 
(Adult’s 
perspective) 

Narrative 
opening 
(Drama) 

Narrative 
opening 
(Suspense) 

Poetry Poetry 

 

In Year 5, emphasis is shifted to developing the children’s ‘voice’ and flair for writing. The 
children spend longer on the same genre so they have the chance to manipulate the key 
skills within the writing and experiment with a range of ideas. Towards the end of the year 
they write non-fiction aimed at different audiences to prepare them for Year 6 where they 
will be writing with a more considered approach to their reader. 

 Write for a range of purposes, audiences and genres including a short story.  
 Write fiction with a clear beginning and end that creates atmosphere and 

characterisation. 
 Integrate dialogue to convey character. 
 Use verb and modal verb forms (past and present) 
 Use a range of cohesive devices within and across paragraphs and sentences to make 

the piece flow. 
 In non-fiction: maintain a level of formality across a whole text. 
 Verb tenses are mostly correct. 
 Use commas for clarity. 
 Use a wide range of clauses. 
 Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (eg –ate, ise, -ify). 
 Proof reading and editing spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation errors and 

ensure subject and agreement. 

 

 

 



 

 Writing Year 6 

 
Aut 

Narrative 
opening 
(Drama) 

Narrative 
opening 
(Suspense) 

Diary entry 
 
(Child’s 
perspective) 

Diary entry 
 
(Adult’s 
perspective) 

Non-
chronological 
report 
(Child 
audience) 

Non-
chronological 
report 
(Adult 
audience) 

Persuasive 
letter 
(Child 
audience) 

Persuasive 
letter 
(Adult 
audience) 

Newspaper 
article 
(Broad sheet) 

Newspaper 
article 
(Sensationali
st) 

Poetry Poetry 

 
Spr 

Narrative 
Opening 
(Suspense) 

Narrative  
Closing 
(Suspense) 

Historical 
Narrative 
(Ancient 
Egyptians) 

Historical 
Narrative 
(World War 
II) 

Letter 
 
(Praise) 

Letter 
 
(Complaint) 

Persuasive 
advertisemen
t  
 
(Child 
audience) 

Persuasive 
advertisemen
t 
 
(Adult 
audience) 

Newspaper 
article 
 
(Broad sheet) 

Newspaper 
article 
 (Sensationalist) 

Persuasive 
advertisemen
t 
 
(Positive) 

Persuasive 
advertisemen
t 
 
(Ironic) 

 
Sum  

Balanced 
argument 
 
(Child’s 
perspective) 

Balanced 
argument 
 
(Adult’s 
perspective) 

Narrative 
Opening 
 
(Adventure) 

Narrative  
Closing 
 
(Adventure) 

Newspaper 
article 
 
(Broad sheet) 

Newspaper 
article  
 
(Sensationalist) 

Book report 
 
(Student 
audience) 

Book report 
 
(Teacher 
audience) 

Non-
chronological 
report 
 
(Child 
audience) 

Non-
chronological 
report 
 
(Adult 
audience) 

Poetry Poetry 

 

In Year 6, the children develop their ability to communicate using a personal and purposeful 
writing voice. They are given opportunities to manipulate their fundamental writing skills 
within genres and consider how to achieve different tones and consider different audiences. 
Time is given for children to edit their work and refine the quality of their writing. 

 Write effectively for a range of purposes with a good awareness of the reader. 
 Describe setting, character and atmosphere. 
 Integrate dialogue to convey character and advance action.  
 Use passive verbs. 
 Use modal verbs. 
 Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and 

place, pronouns and synonyms) within and across paragraphs. 
 Verbs tenses are consistent and correct. 
 Use ambitious language and sophisticated sentence structures (Complex, compound, 

etc.). 
 Work is edited or manipulated to improve, or alter, meaning. 
 Use contracted forms in dialogue. 
 Use inverted commas and all punctuation for direct speech. 
 Spell Year 5/6 words correctly and use a dictionary for more ambitious vocabulary. 
 Maintain legibility in joined handwriting. 



 Work proof read for accuracy of grammar, punctuation and spelling 

Reading Key Stage One 

In Year 1, the children build on their decoding skills so that they can decode all age-related 
familiar and unfamiliar words and begin to develop their ability to comprehend simple texts. 
In Year 2, the children start by focusing on understanding words within a text retrieving key 
information and move on to begin to develop their inference skills. 

Key Stage One key skills: 

 Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts 
 Identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction, such as characters, events, 

titles and information 
 Identify and explain the sequence of events in texts 
 Make inferences from texts 
 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has already happened 

 

Reading Key Stage Two 

In Year 3 and 4, the weighting of the skills focuses on inference and developing the 
children’s ability to ‘read between the lines’.  

In Year 5 and 6, greater emphasis is put on the children being able to talk critically about 
the author’s intent and the children are become able to use evidence to support their 
answers. 

Key Stage Two key skills: 

 Give/explain the meaning of words in context 
 Retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 
 Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 
 Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text 
 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
 Identify/explain how information is related and contributes to meaning as a whole 
 Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrase 
 Make comparisons within the text 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What values have guided your decisions about the curriculum you have in place? 
How does your curriculum reflect national policy (for example, British values and 
PSHE)? 

The English curriculum is designed to support the Villiers attitudes to learning, which 
represent the core British values as well as the needs to of the Villiers community. We 
develop drive and ambition by teaching the children the processes of their favourite authors 
and giving them the opportunities and skills to carry them out. We develop resilience and 
reflectiveness by setting challenging work and maintaining high expectations of each child as 
an individual. The children work collaboratively to analyse sophisticated examples of writing 
and learn to share their ideas confidently whilst benefiting from the views, experiences and 
opinions of others. Through reading, our children learn about different cultures and people 
and experience examples of great moral courage and strength in the face of adversity. 
Through writing, they are given the opportunity to embody different people and points-of-
view, which helps them to develop high levels of respect and tolerance. 

How does your curriculum reflect your school's context? 

We are proud of the diversity, which makes up our community, and this diversity is 
celebrated through our English curriculum. We study books from a host of different authors, 
which feature protagonists from a range of cultures. We are aspirational for every individual 
child and we look to equip our children with the skills which will open the doors of 
opportunity to them in further education and beyond so that when the times comes the 
choice is theirs. 

To what extent have you made these objectives clear? Does everybody know 
them? 

At Villiers we believe in personal development for all members of the school community. An 
English team for different areas of the school work together to develop new initiatives and 
then roll them out across school. Careful consideration is put into these plans and feedback 
from all quarters is reviewed. Learning walks and lesson observations ensure assess if these 
objectives are being met and book scrutinies demonstrate that this intent is being 
implemented.  

How does it cater for disadvantaged and minority groups? Make sure these 
pupils aren't 'shut out' of pursuing subjects they wish to study because of too 
sharp a focus on exam results. 

Any children, who find English a challenge, are provided with a range of interventions to 
ensure they have the support they require. These children are monitored closely throughout 
their time at Villiers so if they slip back they can receive additional provision to close the 
gap again. 

Villiers is determined to provide additional support, resources and motivational strategies to 
ensure that all children can read to the highest possible level by the time they complete Year 
6. We recognise there is a window, in which the children have the best opportunity to make 
accelerated progress, and our intervention provision reflects that. 


