
Geography Curriculum Statement of Intent 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity, to provoke questions 
and teach them the skills to find answers. Children are encouraged to develop a greater 
understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it.  Geography is, by 
nature, an investigative subject, which develops and understanding of concepts, 
knowledge and skills.  Children investigate a range of places – the local area, nationally 
and the wider world – to help develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s 
physical and human processes.  We provide a range of opportunities for children to 
investigate the local area so that they can develop of real sense of who they are, their 
heritage and what makes our local area unique and special.  We also develop their skills in 
understanding and communicating their findings.  The curriculum is designed to consolidate 
and develop knowledge and skills that are transferable, throughout their time at Villiers 
Primary school and also to their further education and beyond. 

 

Implementation 
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum 
that is progressive throughout the whole school.   Geography is taught in blocks 
throughout the year within Topic lessons.  The curriculum is mapped out so that children 
achieve depth in their learning. The subject leader has identified the key knowledge and 
skills of each topic and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics 
throughout each year group across the school. The topics have been informed by the 
National Curriculum.   

 
Cross curricular outcomes in Geography are specifically planned for enabling further 
contextual learning. The local area is also fully utilised to achieve the desired outcomes, 
with opportunities for learning outside the classroom being embedded in practice with the 
Global Consent form being introduced. Educational visits are another opportunity for the 
teachers to plan for additional geography learning outside the classroom.  The children have 
many opportunities to experience geography on educational visits.  The children have 
explored the local area including orienteering and conducting studies in our local woodland.   
An opportunity to further geography learning, as well as trips to zoos,  castles and using 
map reading skills during residential trips. 

 

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ 
guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the World; 
people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic year . 

 

 

 



Cornerstones 

Cornerstones is used as a resource to support the teaching of History.  The 4 stage 
pedagogy is built on academic research and years of practical teaching experience.  It is 
called the Four Cornerstones.  The four Cornerstones are Engage, Develop, Innovative and 
Exchange.  ‘Engage’ hooks the learners in with a memorable experience and sets the scene, 
providing a context.  It asks questions to find out children’s interests. ‘Develop’ teaches facts 
and information and allows children to demonstrate new skills.  It provides creative 
opportunities for making and doing and time for consolidation.  It has cross-curricular links.  
‘Innovative’ encourages creative thinking by providing imaginative scenarios and allows 
children to apply previously learned skills.  It encourages independent thinking and provides 
opportunities for problem solving and working together.  ‘Express’ provides environments for 
reflective talk and evaluation.  Children can share and celebrate their success and next steps 
for learning can be identified.  Cornerstones can also help schools ensure a broad and 
balanced curriculum using a range of online tools, resources and expertise.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coverage 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Early Years 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ 
guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the World; 
people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic year.  

 

Key Stage One 

Year 1 will learn Geography within the topics ‘All about me’ (school and local area) and 
‘Island life’. 

Year 1 will: 

Locational knowledge 
 name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries   

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom.  

Human and physical geography 
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom  

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil,, season and weather 

o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries 

studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a simple map 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 



 

 

Year 2 will learn Geography within the topics ‘Great Fire of London’, Heroes and ‘Africa’. 

Year 2 will: 

 Locational knowledge 
 name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 
 name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 
 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European 

Human and physical geography 
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 

of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and 
South Poles 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 

 Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 

Key Stage One pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and 
their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human 
and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 



Key Stage Two 

Year 3 will learn Geography within the topics ‘Stone Age to Iron Age Britain’, ‘Roman 
Empire’ and ‘Study of a Region in UK’. 

Year 3 will: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe, (including the location of 

Russia), concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom. 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, vegetation belts and volcanoes  

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 
 use the 8 points of a compass, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 will learn Geography within the topics ‘Britain’s Settlements’ and ‘Egyptians’. 

Year 4 will: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia), concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, vegetation belts and rivers 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 will learn Geography within the topics ‘Maya- Rainforest/Water Cycle’, ‘Local Study’ 
and ‘Voyages of Discovery, Explorers.’ 

Year 5 will: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in North or South 
America 

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, mountains 
and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4--figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 will learn Geography within the topics ‘World War 2’, ‘Storms’ and ‘Ancient Greece.’ 

Year 6 will: 

Locational knowledge 
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European 
country,  

Human and physical geography 
 describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, volcanoes and earthquakes 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 
 

Key Stage 2 pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area 
to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical 
features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills 
to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

 



What values have guided your decisions about the curriculum you have in place?  
How does your curriculum reflect national policy (for example, British values and 
PSHE)?  

 

The Geography curriculum supports positive attitudes to learning and considers the needs of 
the Villiers Curriculum.  The school is a valuable asset to the community and over the years 
community links have been developed with different groups and events and the school’s own 
geography studied.  The local area is studied where possible within each topic.  We develop 
drive and ambition by studying the nation and wider world.  We develop resilience and 
reflectiveness by setting high expectations.  The children work collaboratively to solve 
problems, ask questions, collect information, evaluate, sharing views and opinions.  Children 
learn about people from different cultures and civilisations.  Children learn to respect and 
tolerate other people’s points-of-view. 

 

How does your curriculum reflect your school’s context? 

 

We are proud of our diversity and provide a curriculum that caters for each type of learner 
and celebrates different people and places.  The local area is taught within topics. Children 
are taught to develop their skills to equip them in their future education for example asking 
their own questions to investigate. 

 

To what extent have you made these objectives clear?  Does everybody know 
them?   

 

Mid-term plans state the learning objectives and clearly state the skills to be taught to 
ensure progression and coverage.  Vocab to be introduced is listed and key knowledge is 
highlighted to support staff.  Additional resources are provided on Cornerstones.  Staff 
meetings are led and the Curriculum leaders approached when support is needed.  The 
Coordinator also holds meetings with staff that plan topic to discuss developments and 
support.  A staff questionnaire is completed where staff can share their opinions and also 
pupil interviews to engage children’s points of view.  Learning walks and the monitoring of 
books are implemented.  Outcomes in Topic books evidence a broad and balanced 
Geography Curriculum and demonstrate the children’s acquisition of identified key 
knowledge. Children review the agreed successes at the end of every session with support 
from their teachers. 

 

 



How does it cater for disadvantaged and minority groups?   

 

Geography can capture children’s interests and inspire all children.  There is a wide range of 
activities to support all learners and allow all children to access the curriculum.  
Differentiation is used appropriately.  Learning takes place both within and outside the 
classroom.  

 

Vocabulary 

 

Geography draws on its vast range of vocabulary to identify and name places, the features 
within them and the human and physical processes at work there. Such core knowledge 
provides the building blocks of deeper explanation and understanding; providing entry points 
to geographical conversations about the world.  

 

In Early Years, children should extend their vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring meaning and sounds of new words. 

 

Questioning 

 

Asking questions, geographical enquiry shows clear progression across year groups.  In Early 
Years, children should begin to answer ‘what’ questions.  In Year 1, ask geographical 
questions e.g. what is it like to live in this place?  In year 2, ask geographical questions: 
where is this place? What is it like? How has it changed?  In Year 3, ask geographical 
questions: where is this location? What do you think about it?  In Year 4, ask questions: 
what is this landscape like?  What will it be like in the future? Year 5, ask questions: what is 
this landscape like?  How has it changed?   What made it change?  How is it changing? 
Year 6, ask questions: what is this landscape like? How is it changing?  What patterns can 
you see/how has the pattern changed? 
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